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being in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union - Mr. Pettit said: Mr. Chairman: I propose referring
- and for the reason, only, that it has a direct and immediate connection with the most pressing exigency of
legislation - to the means and motives that moved the passage of the Nebraska-Kansas bill; to the mischievous
consequences, without a single benefit to any one, that have flowed from it, without intermission and with
steady augmentation; and to express, with much respect to the diIering opinions of others, my own opinion in
favor of repealing so much of it as shall restore the Missouri compromise, as the sure means of bringing back
the national peace and happiness. In speaking of the Nebraska-Kansas bill, and in my present condemnation of
it, I do not mean to embrace the provisions of it that are confined, though with many details, to establishing
territorial governments for Kansas and Nebraska, creating functions and oIicers of government, and clothing
their inhabitants with certain limited privileges of making and administering their own laws. In all these things
the provisions of the law are well enough, or only of questionable expediency. All persons alike, whether friendly
to the repeal of the Missouri compromise or not, accede, in the main, to the propriety of this legislation. We
have all long felt an honest national pride at seeing our civilization, rejoicing in conscious freedom and
strength, going steadily West, and at length beginning to occupy the...
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