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September 22, 1869 These they would hand over to oblivion, hoping on some local appeal to disorganize our
forces, or, perhaps, obtain power to be wielded against the national cause. Massachusetts cannot a>ord to
occupy an uncertain position. Therefore, I begin by asking you to think of our country, our whole country, - in
other words, of National A>airs at home and abroad. Security for the Future It is now four years since I had the
honor of presiding at our annual Convention, and I do not forget how at that time I endeavored to remind you
of this same national cause then in fearful peril. The war of armies was ended; no longer was fellow-citizen
arrayed against fellow-citizen; on each side the trumpet was hushed, the banner furled. But the defection of
Andrew Johnson had then begun, and out of that defection the Rebellion assumed new life, with new purposes
and new hopes. If it did not spring forth once more fully armed, it did spring forth filled with hate and diabolism
towards all who loved the Union, whether white or black. There were exceptions, I know; but they were not
enough to change the rule. And straightway the new apparition, acting in conjunction with the northern
Democracy, aboriginal allies of the Rebellion, planned the capture of the National Government. Its
representatives came up to Washington. Then was the time for a few decisive words - in the name of the
Republic on which for four years they waged bloody...
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