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CHAPTER XVII MY FIRST VISIT TO AMERICA FROM 1886 to 1889 I
was busy conducting missions among the Churches. My
experiences from the beginning convinced me that my decision
to do the work of an evangelist was right. But during these three
years I spent some months full of fear and dismal apprehension.
In 1886,1 was seized by a painful and distressing throat ailment,
which rendered it impossible for me to preach or sing. Sir Morell
Mackenzie, whom I consulted, said that the vocal cords had been
unduly strained. I had been using my voice in public singing and
speaking without a prolonged rest, or any rest at all, for years,
and the efforts now began to tell on me severely. For about nine
months I was forced to abstain altogether from singing or
preaching. I do not desire to spend such another...
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