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Gentlemen: An ancient maxim declares that Republics are ungrateful. We are today in the presence of a noble
and enduring proof of its falsity. A great statesman declared that no monument ought to be erected to a public
character until a hundred years after the period of his active services, for there could be no absolute assurance
of their permanent value until the lapse of that time. To this supreme test the public character and services of
which | shall speak on this occasion have been subjected, and they have gained additional lustre in the alembic
of the years. Those services ended, and he who performed them closed his earthly career more than a century
and a quarter ago upon one of the battlefields of the American Revolution, and today we are assembled to
witness the final execution of his country s long-declared purpose to perpetuate his memory by the erection of
this solid and beautiful work of art. Such a tribute by a great nation to an unselfish patriot, a brave soldier and
accomplished gentleman who sacrificed his life for the establishment and maintenance of the liberties of his
country, is honorable to it, and, if the dead be conscious of the deeds of the living, must be grateful to his spirit.
Little did he dream when death confronted him on that bloody field in Pennsylvania that, in the far distant
future, on the ground where another battle was fought in the same cause, and within fifty miles of his own
North Carolina home assembled thousands would witness the unveiling of a nation s monument to his...
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